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Executive Summary  
Conservation departments such as ours do a lot. We provide places to camp and fish and play 

outside. We offer programs that teach about the wonders of nature and engage young and old 

alike in exploring the natural world around them. We apply sound land management to make 

ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǎmall 

department to do for sure.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΦ We had more campers stay in our campgrounds this year 

than in any year prior. This is the third year in a row camping numbers have increased and 

ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ w± ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴtinue. ²ŜΩǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

helping more landowners than in the past. We acquired 235 acres of public land this year 

increasing the number of outdoor recreation acres we offer by 15%. Nature center visitation 

ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ŀnd our education program and participant numbers are 

not far from record setting.  

But doing more costs more. Our expenses were up significantly this year, largely due to that 

three-quarter-million dollar land purchase. However, every penny of that purchase was covered 

by grants and donations so even though our expenses were up, so were our revenues. 

Doing so much raises the question of quantity versus quality. Over the past couple years our 

focus has been shifting not just toward doing a lot of things, but doing them well. Sure it feels 

ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōǳŎƪǎ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅƛƴƎ 

ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŜƴƴȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŀȄ ōŀǎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

offering a ton of educational progrŀƳǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ amend the curriculum or partner 

with other groups to make sure those events are high quality learning experiences. LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ 

to offer a number of places to play outdoors but those places need to meet the increasing 

quality expectations of the people that visit them. 

{ƻ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

campground and education program improvements. Knowing that we cannot manage every 

ŀŎǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ biggest 

ecological impact. And wŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ  

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ CƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

somethiƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǎǘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

visit our parks and attend our programs to find out if we got it right or not.  

See you outside, 

 

Chris Lee, Executive Director 
Des Moines County Conservation  
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YEAR AT A GLANCE 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƪ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƎǊŜǿ ōȅ нор ŀŎǊŜǎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜƻǇƻƭŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀ 

after roughly seven years of grant writing and fundraising. The $775,156 expense was 

completely funded by grants and donations and increased the amount of public land offered by 

the county by 15%.  

Just shy of 4,000 campers stayed in Des Moines County Conservation campgrounds, a new 

record. The number of campers staying in DMCC parks has now been increasing for three 

consecutive years. 

A new park entrance sign was installed at Big Hollow Recreation Area. Additional park 

improvements included raising two berms at the shooting range and installing a solar panel and 

lights at the Off-Grid Cabin.  

That cabin at Big Hollow saw a 265% increase in rentals. It was rented out nearly 70% of all 

available nights, including weeknights.  

Des Moines County Conservation offered a total of 327 educational programs throughout the 

year to 13,971 participants. Though program participant numbers were down some, nature 

center visitation was up significantly with 13,642 visitors recorded. 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǎŎǊŀǇŜΣ ǇǊƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀƛƴǘ {ǘŀǊǊΩǎ /ŀǾŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ 

what would have taken staff two weeks to do. Following that project, major interior renovations 

began on the ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ground floor with the replacement of the flooring, lights, windows and 

bathrooms and the framing of a new office area. 

George Gruenther was recognized as the 2014 Volunteer of the Year and the Youth Jamboree 

Committee was awarded the 2014 Volunteer Group of the Year.  

DMCC applied habitat management practices to nearly 700 acres and provided land 

management consultation and/or assistance to 150 landowners. 

Several staff changes took place this year: John Mercer joined the DMCC crew first as 

Conservation Technician in August then as Park Ranger after completing the Iowa Law 

Enforcement Academy in April. Alex Buhmeyer was hired as the new Operations Supervisor in 

November ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ hǿŜƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘ in April.  

DMCC spent nearly $800,000 in grant funding, mostly on the acquisition of the Leopold 

Recreation Area. More than half of the $1.65 million spent by the department this year came 

from grants, donations or park-generated revenues.  
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Outdoor Recreation  
Des Moines County Conservation staff and volunteers work tirelessly to 

ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ 

to the public. In addition to the regular maintenance required, they 

often take on additional projects to improve, enhance, or expand 

outdoor recreation opportunities for the public. Some of those projects 

are highlighted here.  

Leopold Recreation Area  
After roughly seven years of grant writing and fundraising, Des Moines 

County Conservation finally closed on the purchase of the 235 acre 

Leopold Recreation Area on the 

north edge of Burlington at the 

end of Mill Dam Road. The 

addition of these acres 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

land by 15%. 

The Leopold Recreation Area 

was purchased entirely with 

grants and donations for 

$775,156. Funding sources 

included the Iowa DOT Scenic 

Byways Program, Land and 

Water Conservation Fund, REAP, 

Partners for Conservation Foundation, Pheasants Forever, the Witte 

Foundation and other local contributions. Iowa Natural Heritage 

Foundation executed the initial purchase and held the property until 

DMCC could raise the funds to finalize the 

purchase by the county. 

The property officially opened to the public in 

March 2015 with a ribbon cutting ceremony. It 

is now open to public hunting and other 

outdoor recreation activities. A number of 

natural resource management efforts will take 

place on the property in the coming years. 

These projects will be combined with 

education programs in an effort to show the 

public how proper land management can be 

applied to lands in Des Moines County.  

Mission Statement 

ά5Ŝǎ aƻƛƴŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

Conservation is dedicated 

to the sustainability of 

natural resources through 

land stewardship, 

conservation education, 

and by providing quality 

outdoor recreation 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

 



 

6 | P a g e 
 

 Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Des Moines County Conservation Annual Report 

 

Record Camping Numbers  
A record number of campers ς just shy of 4,000 ς stayed in Des Moines County campgrounds 

this year, continuing a now three year trend. The 3,930 campers this year represent a 13% 

increase over last fiscal year. Every campground saw roughly the same percentage increase in 

the number of campers this year indicating an overall increase in camping in general rather than 

a large spike in visitors to just one park.  

 

Market research and industry analysis show some trends in RV use and ownership that may 

explain this trend. Nearly nine million US households own RVs and surveys indicate that a full 21 

percent of US households expect to purchase an RV in the future. The year 2014 saw the highest 

RV ownership of all time and the industry is expected to grow as more members of the Baby 

Boomer generation ς the largest and fastest growing RV owner demographic ς take up the 

activity. Furthermore, research shows that RVing is significantly less expensive than other, more 

άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ! ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ŀ но-59 percent savings by vacationing via 

RV.  

RVing remains popular even despite fluctuating fuel costs. Surveys during times of rising fuel 

prices revealed that though 58 percent of RVers stated their travel plans would be affected by 

higher fuel prices, only 7 percent said it would cause them to camp less. Research shows that 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ фл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ w±ŜǊǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ άƳƛƴƛέ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

spending less time on the road and more time enjoying campgrounds.  
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Big Hollow Park Improvements  
Park improvements continued at Big 

Hollow Recreation Area this year with the 

installation of a new park entrance sign. 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ aŜȅŜǊΩǎ 

Landscaping, much of it volunteered, the 

sign and limestone landscaping were 

installed along with a cedar shake roof 

and solar powered accent lights.  

Improvements were also completed at 

the shooting range with the 100 yard and 

300 meter range berms being raised 

between five and eight feet in height. The project was completed in spring of 2015 and included 

the placement of approximately 10,000 cubic yards of fill on the top, sides and back of the 

berms as well as the installation of new fencing and new gravel walkways. The project cost 

approximately $30,000 and was funded entirely from user fees collected from shooting range 

members over the years.  

The cabin at Big Hollow also received 

an upgrade with the installation of a 

solar panel and battery system that 

now powers an LED light in each room. 

¢ƘŜ ŎŀōƛƴΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŘƻƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

replaced by volunteer Kevin Moore and 

his family. ¢ƘŜ άhŦŦ-DǊƛŘ /ŀōƛƴέ 

continues to be popular with those 

looking for a quiet weekend away from 

it all. With the exception of one hot 

weekend in August, the cabin was 

rented out every available weekend 

this entire fiscal year and many of the 

weekdays. In fact, the 146 nights the 

cabin was rented out this year represents 68% of all available nights (the cabin is only available 

April ς hŎǘƻōŜǊύΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ нср҈ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜƴǘŜŘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  

Trail Care 
Des Moines County Conservation, in partnership with 

Goodwill of the Heartland received a grant from the Iowa 

DOT to hire a trail crew through the Urban Youth Corps 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ǎǇŜƴǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ 

system repairing washouts and cutting away storm damaged trees.  
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Currently, Des Moines County Conservation maintains over 23 miles of trails throughout the 

county.  

Park/Area Miles of off-road trail 
Big Hollow Recreation Area 10.3 
Flint River Trail 6.2  

Hunt Woods 2.3 
Luckenbill Woods 2.2 

{ǘŀǊǊΩǎ /ŀǾŜ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ Preserve 2.2 
Total 23.2 miles 

Maintenance  
In addition to regular park and facility maintenance and improvement projects, the 

ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ-person field staff at Big Hollow handles virtually all of the maintenance and 

ǳǇƪŜŜǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ equipment, areas and facilities.  

Des Moines County Conservation Asset Summary  

¶ 76 total parks/areas (includes 57 

FEMA buyout areas) 

¶ 1,881 total acres 

¶ 16 buildings 

¶ 21 restrooms 

¶ 15 shelter houses 

¶ One cabin 

¶ Six campgrounds 

o 128 total campsites 

o 66 electric campsites 

o 62 primitive campsites 

¶ Six boat ramps 

¶ Six boat docks; two fishing piers 

¶ 18 parking lots (all gravel or natural 

surface) 

¶ 10 pedestrian bridges 

¶ 23 miles of trail 

o 6.2 miles gravel surface 

o 0.3 miles paved 

o Remainder are natural surface 

¶ One shooting range complex with 

four ranges 

¶ 23 pond/lake dams 

¶ One beach 

¶ One playground 

¶ 12 park entrance signs 

¶ 100 wood duck boxes 

¶ 8 goose nesting structures 

¶ 36 bluebird boxes
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Des Moines County Conservation Properties  
5a//Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ DL{ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ 

ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ bƻǿΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ webpage has a link to an interactive GIS 

map. The system offers useful functions including measurement and 

location tools and links to park information. Additional features and 

functionality will be added in the future. 

Des Moines County Conservation Properties 
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1 Big Hollow Recreation Area 798 * * * * * * * * * 
 

* 
2 StŀǊǊΩǎ /ŀǾŜ tŀǊƪ ϧ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ 180 

  
* * * * 

    
* 

3 4th Pumping Plant Recreation Area  6 * * * * * * * 
 

* 
  

4 Welter Recreation Area 79 * * * * * * * * * 
  

5 Hickory Bend Conservation Area 175 
       

* 
   

6 Flint River Trail 36 
         

* * 
7 Hawkeye Dolbee Mississippi River Access 10 

      
* 

 
* 

  
8 Casey Barrow Landing (Mississippi River Access) 2 

    
* * * 

 
* 

  
9 Tama Beach Mississippi River Access 2 

      
* 

 
* 

  
10 Sullivan Slough (Mississippi River Access) 22 

      
* * * 

  
11 Edgewater Beach Mississippi River Access 1 

      
* 

    
12 Chautauqua Park 10 

  
* * * * 

     
13 Waters Roadside Park 2 

  
* * * 

      
14 Kevin J. Gahn Memorial Recreation Area 56 

    
* * * 

    
15 Hunt Woods 58 

   
* * * 

 
* 

  
* 

16 Luckenbill Woods Refuge 76 
      

* 
   

* 

17 Zion Schoolhouse 1 
   

* 
       

18 Hoover Trail 30 
          

* 
19 Leopold Recreation Area 235       * *    
20 Buyout Properties (57 individual parcels, no public access) 102   
  Total Acres 1881   
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Conservation Education  
5a//Ωǎ Conservation Education division continues to offer many 

outdoor learning opportunities and services to the public.  

Programs  
Annual programs include an owl prowl, eagle watch, parent-tot classes, 

critter catch, nature at night, fishing events, open climbing wall days, 

cross country ski rentals, youth ice fishing clinics, the Outdoor Youth 

Jamboree, summer day camps, a concert series and more. {ǘŀǊǊΩǎ /ŀǾŜ 

Nature Center is available to the general public for rental; the facilities 

are also open to local civic groups for monthly meetings and classes.  

This year, total of 327 educational programs were offered throughout 

the year to 13,971 participants. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎrams 

ōǳǘ мΣнтн ŦŜǿŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ 

However, nature center visitation increased by 28% over last year with 

a record-setting 13,642 visitors to the facility this year.  

Several new programs were offered this year. They included:  

¶ ! ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ άtŀŘŘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 5a// ǎǘŀŦŦ ƭŜŀŘ 

guided canoe tours of Big Hollow Lake 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ Lƻǿŀέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ Lƻǿŀ 

archaeologist, William E. Whittaker 

¶ ά9ŘƛōƭŜ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƭŜŘ ōȅ .ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ 

Abundance 

¶ Hosted a new traveling tall grass prairie exhibit 

and presented a number of pollinator-focused 

programs 

¶ !ƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ά/ǊƛǘǘŜǊ /ŀǘŎƘέ 

program in partnership with Water Rocks and 

Iowa State University at which attendance 

quadrupled from last year 

¶ !ƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ άhǿƭ tǊƻǿƭέ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎhip with 

McBride Raptor Center 

  

Mission Statement 

 ά5Ŝǎ aƻƛƴŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

Conservation is dedicated 

to the sustainability of 

natural resources through 

land stewardship, 

conservation education, 

and by providing quality 

outdoor recreation 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 
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3ÔÁÒÒȭÓ #ÁÖÅ .ÁÔÕÒÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ 5ÐÇÒÁÄÅÓ 
Major renovations began on 

{ǘŀǊǊΩǎ /ŀǾŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

this year spurred by a 

$50,000 pledge from the 

Harry and Virginia Murray 

Foundation and increasing 

nature center visitation. The 

upgrades began in earnest 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ά.ŀǊƴ tŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ tŀǊǘȅέ 

in October where over 20 

volunteers donated over 

150 hours of labor to 

completely scrape, prime and repaint the exterior of the barn that now serves as the nature 

center. Local businesses including Diamond Vogel Paint, Subway, Standard of Beaverdale and 

Walmart donated to the effort. A project that took staff two weeks to complete last time took 

only three days this time around 

thanks to the hard working 

volunteers.  

Once the exterior work was 

complete, focus shifted to the 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ 

ground level received all new 

flooring and stair treads. The 

restrooms were completely 

remodeled with all new 

plumbing, floors, walls and 

fixtures. New electric service was 

installed and high efficiency 

lighting replaced the aging light 

fixtures throughout. New energy 

efficient windows replaced the old drafty ones, exterior walls were insulated and new walls 

were put up which will eventually contain the relocated staff office. Work was put on hold then 

to accommodate the busy field trip and summer camp season. Work will resume later in 2015 

with the finishing and relocation of the staff office. Future work will focus on upgrading the 

second floor to a new, updated exhibit area.  
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Volunteers  
DMCC Volunteers were recognized during 

the annual volunteer dinner in January. 

George Gruenther was recognized as 

volunteer of the year for his continued 

support and dedication to the 

department. George has volunteered with 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŎǊŜǿ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

every Friday for two years and regularly 

assists with prescribed burns and other 

projects, even on weekends.  

The Youth Jamboree Committee was 

recognized as Volunteer Group of the Year 

for their planning and hosting of the annual 

Youth Jamboree which attracts 

approximately 500 youth and 1,000 total 

participants to Big Hollow every spring. Rick 

and Renee Baker were later honored with a 

aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜir 

long-time involvement in organizing the 

Jamboree.   

Volunteers continue to make an enormous 

impact with Des Moines County Conservation assisting with everything from weekly park 

maintenance to large nature center upgrade projects.  
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LAND STEWARDSHIP 
Des Moines County Conservation applies sound land stewardship 

efforts on both public and 

private land throughout the 

county. From contracted 

planting services to 

landowner technical 

ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ 5a//Ωǎ ƭŀƴŘ 

stewardship efforts are 

broad and diverse. Below 

ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ 5a//Ωǎ 

land stewardship efforts in 

fiscal year 2014-2015. 

Private Landowner Assistance  

¶ Provided consultation and/or habitat management assistance 

to 150 landowners 

¶ Planted 240 acres of native grass on 17 Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP) projects 

¶ Planted 15 acres of food plots; gave out 30 acres of free food 

plot seed 

¶ Assisted with 10 prescribed burns totaling 100 acres 

¶ Planted 200 trees 

¶ Completed six mowing projects (pre/post-planting 

maintenance/firebreak installation) totaling 100 acres 

Public Land Habitat Managemen t  

¶ Completed 200 acres of prescribed burns 

¶ Planted 10 acres of pollinator habitat; interseeded pollinator 

seed mixes on another five acres 

¶ Conducted timber stand improvement (TSI) on 25 acres 

¶ Planted 200 trees and shrubs 

¶ Hosted a Pollinator Field Day with the Mediapolis 6th grade 

class where approximately eight acres of prairie was 

interseeded with pollinator seed at Luckenbill Woods. 

  

Mission Statement 

 άDes Moines County 

Conservation is dedicated 

to the sustainability of 

natural resources through 

land stewardship, 

conservation education, 

and by providing quality 

outdoor recreation 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

 



 

14 | P a g e 
 

 Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Des Moines County Conservation Annual Report 

In 2014, Des Moines County 

Conservation received a grant from the 

Iowa DNR Wildlife Diversity program to 

hire a Conservation Corps crew to assist 

with some intensive forest management 

at the park. Following a professionally 

drafted management plan, the five 

person crew of college students removed 

invasive species and conducted stand 

thinning operations on approximately 25 

acres of timber near the RV campground. 

DMCC staff preceded and followed up 

the effort with prescribed fire application 

and additional thinning and invasive removal. The project will increase species diversity within 

the stand, benefit wildlife including the endangered Indiana bat and provide campers with 

better views of the lake below. DMCC was awarded the grant again in 2015 and will bring the 

crew back to continue the project in October.  

ADMINISTRATION 
Some new staff members joined Des Moines County Conservation this year. In August, John 

Mercer joined the team as Conservation Technician, a position left vacant when Jeremy Yost 

took over at Natural Resource Manager in June 2014. A Burlington native, John had previously 

been working water patrol at Lake Okoboji. In January, John left for the Iowa Law Enforcement 

Academy. After ILEA graduation in April, John re-joined the team as a certified Park Ranger. 

Also in August DMCC bid farewell to Operations Supervisor JB Graham. After a long search, Alex 

Buhmeyer was selected to take over as field crew leader. Also a Burlington native, Alex and his 

family had been residing in Arizona where he worked in urban forestry. Alex officially joined the 

DMCC team in November.  

Then in the spring, Katherine Brakeville resigned from ƘŜǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ {ǘŀǊǊΩǎ /ŀǾŜ 

bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ hǿŜƴ ǿŀǎ ƘƛǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΦ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ 

from Dubuque, she had previously held seasonal naturalist positions at both Dickinson and 

Cerro Gordo County.  

Dilan Beaird rejoined the field crew in 2015 as seasonal intern along with Ben Grooms. Kendra 

±ŀƴ tŜƭǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴ ŀǘ {ǘŀǊǊΩǎ /ŀǾŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ 

year.  

Big Hollow Development  

Significant focus this year was put toward Des Moines County ConservationΩǎ plans to construct 

modern shower and restroom facilities at the RV campground at Big Hollow. Currently, Big 

Hollow offers no modern restroom facilities (only vault toilets) and no dump station for campers 
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to empty their waste tanks as they exit the park. Constructing these facilities would 

accommodate the current and projected increase in park visitation and offer park users a higher 

quality outdoor recreation experience. This year Des Moines County Conservation set the 

ambitious goal of raising $400,000 to complete those projects in time for the 2017 camping 

season. Of that amount, it is estimated that about $168,000 will have to come from local 

fundraising efforts.  

Potential Funding Sources 

Local fundraising (foundations, individual donations) $168,000 

Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant (will apply for in 2016) $150,000 

Park revenue  $60,000 

Des Moines County Conservation REAP Fund $22,000  

Total $400,000  
 

The department is working with the Partners for Conservation Foundation on local fundraising 

efforts. Long term goals for Big Hollow include the construction of up to four full-amenity 

lakefront cabins, a concession stand and restroom facility at the beach/boat ramp area and 

continued natural resource management and trail improvements.  

 

 

Flint River Trail Development  

Planning and project administration also progressed on the next section of the Flint River Trail 

which will connect Highway 61 to Irish RiŘƎŜ wƻŀŘ ōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǊǊΩǎ /ŀǾŜ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ 

Preliminary studies and permitting were completed and design plans are progressing. 

Construction on this section of trail may begin as early as 2016. Southeast Iowa Regional 

Planning Commission is assisting the county with project and grant administration.  
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FACTS AND FIGURES 

Big Hollow Shooting Range  

Memberships   

Range Membership 
  Life 

Members 
Family Single 

New 
Family 

New 
Single 

Total 
Paid 

FY 11/12 2 208 332 94 89 725 

FY 12/13 2 299 410 81 95 885 

FY 13/14 2 301 348 74 76 799 

FY 14/15 2 328 290 108 88 816 
 

Range Use 

Shooting Range Use By Month 
  Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total 

FY10/11 233 225 206 277 254 112 95 88 255 282 274 247 2,548 

FY11/12 212 303 419 371 324 304 195 197 390 480 383 394 3,972 

FY12/13 323 361 489 236 282 209 180 148 197 247 209 358 3,239 

FY13/14 372 423 367 296 213 216 109 34 253 289 287 286 3,145 

FY14/15 349 354 330 261 238 235 148 68 282 249 310 274 3,098 

Average 298 333 362 288 262 215 145 107 275 309 293 312 3,200 
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Camping 
Over nearly 4,000 individuals spent 3,027 camping party nights in DMCC parks in FY2015. A 

ΨŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΩ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŎŀƳǇǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  

Campground Usage - Total camping nights 

Campground FY13/14 FY14/15 

Sycamore Loop  613 722 

Cottonwood Loop 57 50 

Maple Loop 128 78 

Big Hollow 1,131 1,401 

4th Pumping Station 767 776 

Big Hollow Cabin 41 146 

Total 2,737 3,173 
 

Campground Usage by Year - # of People Camping 

Campground FY09/10 FY10/11 FY11/12 FY12/13 FY13/14 FY14/15 

Sycamore Loop  508 206 719 358 669 768 

Cottonwood Loop 38 14 99 36 103 111 

Maple Loop 81 6 115 157 231 238 

Big Hollow 251 211 526 419 1,759 2,000 

4th Pumping 
Station 

737 717 706 628 714 813 

Totals 1,615 1,154 2,165 1,598 3,476 3,930 
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